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The Form oiferved at the Iuftallment of a Mafter and 
the other Officers on St. John’s Day. 

T H E Year being expired, a proper Perfon is 
fixed on by the Members of every Lodge to 
prefide over and govern the different Societies in 
the Capacity of Mafter. The Qualifications for 
this Office are, That he muft be regularly and 
lawfully raifed: idly. He ought to be a Man of a 
good Character, and irreproachable in his private 
Conduft: 3<#y, He muft be well verfed in the Laws 
and Conftitutions of the Order, and ought to be 
temperate, cool, and quite perfect in going through 
the before-mentioned Le&ures, as ail the Quef- 
tions are put by him, and he is often obliged to 
aflift the Brethren in making the proper Anfwers* ** j 
for every Mafon fitting round the Table anfwers 
in his T urn, in the fame Manner as Bovs at Church 
faying the Catechifm. This is termed Working. 
For Inftance, Suppofc a Brother meets another, and 
afks him if he was at his Lodge laft Night ? he 
fays Yes. Well, replies the other. Did you work ? 
that is, did you go through the feveral Queftions 
and Anfwers in any of the Lectures ?— If any 
Member canoot, or does not chufe to work , when 
the Queftion is put, and it comes to his Turn, he 
gets up, and clapping his Hahd on his Breaft, ad- 

• I have been in a I^pdge, where the Mafter was q uitc igno- 
rant of the common Rule* of Pronunciation and Grammar } 
frequently making fuch egregious Blunders that the Brethren 
could fcarce refraiif from butfting into Laughter j and often 
cmbellifhing his Qgeftions with, “ Brethren, yon have let a. 

“ Body kwrw-tu hteui you cancer be railed bat by the Five 

** Points of Fellawfhqp, kt. telkui lobiththy ht. n How ridicu- 
lous muft this appear in the Perfon of the Prefident of a Lodge, 
where the greateft Part of the Members are Men of a liberal 
Education, and endowed with good natural Abilities ! 

drrfies 
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drefies himfelf to the Matter, and begs to be ex* 
cufed j then the Left Hand Man anfvvers in his 
Room. 

The Brethren having chofe a proper Man for this 
Office, and he being approved of by the Grand 
Matter, they proceed to the Inftalling him as fol- 
lows : He kneels down in the South Part of the 
Lodge, and the late Matter gives him the follow- 
ing Obligation, before he refigns the Chair, which 
h« repeats. 

“ I— A. B. of my own free Will and Content, in 
“ the Prefence of Almighty God and this Right 
** Worfhipful Lodge, dedicated to St. John, do 
“ moft folemnly and fincerely fwear, that I will 
“ not deliver the Word and Grip belonging to 
** the Chair whilft I am Matter, or at any Time 
** hereafter, except it be to a Matter in the Chair, 
** or a paft Matter, him or them whom I lhall find 
“ to befuch after due Trial and Examination. — I 
** alfo fwear, that I will aft as Matter of this 
“ I.odge till next St. John's Day, and fill the 
** Chair every Lodge Night, if I am within the 
“ Length of my Cable Tow. — I likewife further 
“ promife that I will not wrong this Lodge ; but 
** aft in every Refpeft for the Good of Mafonry, 
“ by behaving myfelf agreeable to the reft of the 
“ Brethren •, and mantaining good Order and Re- 
“ gularity in this Lodge, as far as lies in my Po- 
** wer. All this I fwear, with a firm and ftedfafl 
“ Refolution to perform the fame, under no lefs 
“ than the Four following Penalties, my Throat 
“ cut a-crofs, my Tongue torn out, my Heart 
“ torn from my Left-Breaft, and my Body feve- 
H *« red 
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** red in two. So help me God, and affift me in 
“ this my Obligation belonging to the Chair.” 

[Kiffies the Book,] 

The paft Mailer raifes him up, and takes off 
the Jewel and Ribbon from his own Neck, and 
puts it on the new Mailer, taking him at the fame 
Time by the Mailer’s Grip, and wlufpering in his 
Ear the Word CHIBBELUM*; after which 
he flips his Hand from the Mailer’s Grip to the 
Elbow, and preffes his Nails in, as is done in the 
Grip of the Mailer under the WrSft. 

The Senior and Junior Warden, Secretary, &c. 
receive the fame Obligation as the Mailer, except 
the Grip and Word ; there being none peculiar to 
them. 

Having now gone through the feveral Degrees 
and Le&ures belonging to the Entered Apprentice, 
Fellow-craft, Mailer, and the Manner of Inltal- 
ment, I ihali clofe the Work with a few general 
Directions for the Reader’s Benefit, dividing them 
under the following Heads. 

I. A Defer ip tim of the Ornaments worn by the dif 

ferertt Officers , when ajfembled in the Lodge , and 

their proper Places of fitting. 

The Master, who fits in the Eaft of the Lodge, 
lias the Rule and Compafs, and Square hanging to 

* C H I B B E L U M fignifies a worthy Mafon. The Origin 
of the Word* and Signs among Free-Mafcms, was on this Ac- 
count. Hiram, the chief Arch it eft of the Temple, had fo great 
a Number of Workmen to pay, that he Could not poffibly 
know them all ; he therefore gave each Degree or Claisa par- 
ticular Sign and Word, by which he could diftinguifh them 
more readily, in order to pay them their different Salaries. / 

a Rib. 
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a Ribbon round his Neck, and a black Rod in hi s 
Hand, when he opens the Lodge, near Seven Foo c 
high. 

The Senior Warden fits in the Weft, with the 
Level about his Neck, and a Column placed on 
the Table, about 20 Inches long. 

The Junior Warden’s Place is in the South, 
with the Plumb -Rule about his Neck, and a Co- 
lumn in his Hand. 

The Secretary wears the Crofs-Pens. 

The Senior and Junior Deacons have each a 
black. Rod, with the Compafs hanging round their 
Necks ; the Senior fits at the Back of the Mafter, 
or at his Right-Hand the Junior at the Senior 
Warden’s Right-Hand. 

The Pass-Master has the Compafies and Sun, 
with a Line of Cords about his Neck. 

II. The Manner of giving the Signs of each Degree , 
and the Word belonging to it, with the Fellow Craft 
and Mafter' s Clap. 


The Mafter' s Sign , Grip and Word, &c. 

^tbe Sign. Draw the Right Hand edgeways acrofs 
your Belly, which is thePenalty of the Obligation. 

The Grip. Take Hold of the Right Hand of 
your Brother with your Right Hand, and prefs 
the four Finger Nails hard under the Wrift of his 
Right Hand*, put your Right Foot to his Right 
Foot-, your Right Knee to his Right Knee •, and 
his Right Bread to your’s, with your Left Hand 
fupporting his Back. 

The Word is M AHHABONEj or in feme 
Lodges MAC-BEN A CH. 

The Pafs-Word is T U B A L-C A I N. 

H 2 The 
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7h( Mafier s ('■lap, is by holding both your Hands 
above your Head,, and ftriking them down at once 
upon your Apron, both Fest keeping Time. They 
affign two Reaions for this Sign, viz. When the 
twelve FeUcw-Ci-afts faw their Mafter lie dead, 
they lifted up their Hands in Surprize, and faid, 
C? Let a our God! and that when Solomon dedicated 
the Temple to the Lord, he ftood up, and lifting 
up both his Hands, exclaimed, 0 Lord my God , , 
great art thou above all Gods . 

The Fellow-Graft's Sign, Grip , Word and Clap. 

Sign. Put your Right Hand to your Left Breaft, 
keeping your Thumb fquare,and your Left Hand 
upright, forming a Square. 

The Pafs-Grsp, is by putting the Thumb-Nail 
or your Right Hand between the firft and fecond 
Joint of a Brother’s Right Hand. 

The Pafs-Word, is SHIBBOLETH. 

The Grip is the fame as the Pafs Grip, except 
preffing your Thumb Nail on the fecond Joint, in- 
head ot between the firft and fecond. 

The Word i$ J ACfifljJt If : i 

The Fellow Craft's Clap, is by forming the Sign 
of a Craft, as above, holding your Left Hand 
fquare and upright ; then clap your Right and 
Left Hand together * and afterwards ftrike your 
Left Breaft with your Right Hand, and from 
thence give a Slap on your Apron, your Right 
Foot going at the fame Time. 

The Entered Apprentice's Sign , Grip, and Word. 

The Sign. Draw your Hand acrofs your Throat 
edgeways. The Penalty of the Obligation being 

this. 
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this, that an Apprentice would fooner have his 
Throat cut, than difcover the Secrets of Mafonry. 

The Grip. T ake a Brother with your Right Hand, 
and prefs hard with your Thumb Nail upon the 
firft: Joint of the Fore Finger of his Right Hand. 

The Word . Whifper in his Ear, BOAZ. 

The Matter kneels upon both Knees in the Cere- 
mony of making. 

The Craft kneels with the Right Knee. 

The Apprentice with the Left Knee. 

III. The Form obferved in Drinking. 

The Table being plentifully ftored with Wine 
and Punch, &c. every Man has a Glafs fet before 
him, and fills it with what he chufes, and as often 
as he pleafes. But he mhft drink his Glafs in turn, 
or at leaft keep the Motion with the reft. When 
therefore a public Health is given, the Matter fills 
firft, and defires the Brethren to charge their Glaf- 
fes i and when this is fuppoied to be done, the 
Matter fays, Brethren , are you all charged? The 
Senior and Junior Wardens anfwer. We are all 
charged in the South and Wejt. Then they ail ftand 
up, and obferving the Matter’s Motion (like the 
Soldier his Right Hand Man) drink their Glaffes 
off*, and if the Matter propofes the Health or 
Toaft with three Times three Claps , they throw the 
Glaffes with the Right Hand at full Length, bring- 
ing them acrofs their Throats three Times, and 
making three Motions to put them down on the 
Table ; at the third they are fet down, (though 
perhaps fifty in Number) as if it was but one*, then 
railing their Hands Breaft-high, they clap nine 
Times againft the Right, divided into three Divi- 

fions, 



PDF file Property of PS Review of FM . ww.freemasons-freemasonry.com 


f 54 J 

ilons, which is termed Drinking with three times 
three ; and at the End they give a Huzza. 

Having at length gone through my Plan, I have 
nothing further to add, than this, that the follow- 
ing is the beft Method for a Stranger to gain Ad- 
mittance, being what I have often tried in many 
Places, in order to be fully fatisfied. 

As foon as you come to the Door of the Lodge, 
you will find a Man on the Outfide, with a drawn 
Sword in his Hand, and a white Apron on. You 
muft put on the Appearance of Carelefihefs, or ra- 
ther Eafe in your Behaviour. Aik him if there is 
a full Lodge, and tell him you fhould be glad of 
Admittance as a vifiting Member •, taking care to 
provide yourfelf with a white leather Apron, which 
you may fliew him as if by Accident. He will, 
perhaps, afk you what Degree you are of, and de- 
fire a Sign, which you muff fhew him with great 
Readinefs, and likewife inform him what Lodge 
you belong to. 

It being contrary to the Rules of the Society 
that the Tyler Should admit a Stranger, he will go 
in, and acquaint the Matter, that fuch a Perfon, 
(mentioning your Name, and the Lodge you told 
him you belonged to) craves. Admittance. On which 
one of the Wardens will come out to examine 
you. Draw you Right Hand acrofs your Throat 
edgeways, and he will fay, “ What’s that ?” Your 
Anfwer mutt be, “ The due puard of an Ap- 
prentice. 1 hen he will take you by the firft 
Joint of your Right-Hand, and prefs it hard with 
the Thumb Nail of his Right-Hand, and alk, 

“ What that is?” — You muft immediately anfwer, 

“ The Grip of an Entered Apprentice.” — If he is 
not fully fatisfied with this, he will go farther on 
in this Manner : 
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Has it got a Name ? — You muft anfwer. 

It has.*’ Then he will afk you to give it him. 

Anf. I’ll half it vrith J you. -—Begin, fays he.— 
Anf , : B O. Maf. A Z. Anf. B O A Z. 

Quef Will you be off or from. Anf. From. 
§uef. From what ? Anf. From an Entered Ap- 
prentice to a Fellow-Craft: He will then fhift his 
Thumb from the Apprentice’s Grip towards the 
Fellow-Cfaft’s, and afk. What’s this ? Anf The 
Pals* Word of a Fellow- Crafts Give it me, 
fays he. Whifper in his Ear, SHIBBOLETH. 
On this he will put his Thumb to the fecond Joint, 
and fay. What’s this ? Anf The Grip of a Fel- 
low-Craft. Has it a Name, fays he? Anf. It 
has.-— -Pray give it me. Anf I will letter it, or 
half it with you. Mafon. I’ll letter it with you. — 
Anf. Begin. Mafon. No, you begin. Anf. J. — 
Maf. A. Anf. C. Maf H. Anf I. Maf. N. 
Anf J A CHIN. 

What I have here offered br ng m are than fuffi- 
clent, you will be admitted, and .you muft put 
your Apron on, and take your Seat. If there 
Ihould be a Making that Night, you will be per- 
fect in the firft Principles, and know more than 
one in ten who have been made many Years, and 
have never read this Book. 

If you Ihould after this chufe to go to a Lodge- 
of Matters, the Ceremony is the fame as above ; 
but you are interrogated as to the Grip, Pafs-grip 
#nd Word of a Matter, which you cannot fail of 
anfwering by reading the Matter’s Part before 
mentioned. In all this you muft take Care not to 
betray any Fear, but put on an 'Air of Aflurance. 

This 
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This is the Whole of Mafonry, in all its Bran- 
ches-, and 1 hereby defy any Mafon to prove the 
contrary* being ready to anfwer any Queftion 
propofed, which mult be carefully fcaled up, and 
directed for R. S. to he left with my Publifher, 
mentioning the Name and Refidence of every Per- 
son defiring any farther Information. And as to 
any anonymous Letters or Tbreatenings on Ac- 
count of this Publication, they will be treated 
With Contempt, let them come from what Quar- 
ter the/ will. I alfo declare, that I will always at- 
tend and vifit at the Lodges mentioned in the In- 
troduction, as I have for fome Years pall. 


The E N D 


Os Qe(> 



